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Installation view at LCGA 
 

The National Collection of Contemporary Drawing (NCCD)  
1991 – 2021 celebrating 30 Years Curated by Samuel Walsh 
 
As a committee member of the Limerick Exhibition of Visual Art (EVA now known as the EVA International) that took 
place each year in the Limerick City Gallery of Art (LCGA).  I watched work arriving and being selected for the duration 
of the exhibition and then the majority, returned to the artists who had submitted the work.  When I resigned from the 
committee to concentrate on my own work I felt that something should be done to retain some art works in the form 
of a collection from work that was exhibited in Limerick in the EVA exhibition.  
 
LCGA had very little funding allocated from the Local Authority for the acquisition of art work. I suggested to the Art 
Gallery Advisory Committee at the time that a ‘Friends’ of the gallery should be formed to aid in adding to the 
collection through subscription and to benefit them with organised events in the gallery. This was rejected. 
 
With a like-minded group Limerick Contemporary Art Society was established in 1983.  Through subscription we 
managed to put together a small collection that was subsequently gifted to Mary Immaculate College of Education, 
Limerick to help start their own art collection.  These initial works were diverse and in many media and many were by 
local artists. 
 
Opportunities to purchase work for the society was limited due to limited financial resources but it was agreed that we 
would concentrate on contemporary work. It was decided to concentrate on the purchase of contemporary drawing 
for the reason above and for two other reasons. Firstly, there was no other comparable collection in the country and 
secondly, with a few exceptions, we could afford work defined as drawing.  
 
My own work as both an artist and a lecturer was around drawing.  At the time, this was a much-reduced discipline in 
art schools and galleries its status being one of toleration in education and of peripheral importance compared to 
painting and sculpture. I believed that anything to change this situation would be a positive.  So, came about the 
creation and the founding of the National Collection of Contemporary Drawing in 1987, which it was hoped would go 
some way to giving drawing its rightful place in the history of Irish art. 
 



 

Carnegie Building, Pery Square, Limerick, Ireland.  FREE ADMISSION 
Tel: +353(0)61 310633; F:+353(0)61 310228;  Email: artgallery@limerick.ie;  Web www.gallery.limerick.ie 
 

         
 

 
 
 
The collection now numbers over 200 artworks and represents the work of some of Ireland’s leading artists and some 
of international reputation and origin. Works from the collection are regularly shown at LCGA. The National Collection 
of Contemporary Drawing has been toured and exhibited in many gallery and art centre venues throughout Ireland.  
 
There is a concept held in philosophy that we are only free because we are allowed to be free by others.  The 
Chairman of Limerick Contemporary Art was Luke Kiernan and he allowed me with my ideas and suggestions to be free 
to take the drawing collection in a particular and significant direction.  I thank him for that and for then and now for 
being my friend.  
  
Samuel Walsh, Founder, National Collection of Contemporary Drawing. 
Cloonlara, Co Clare; May 2021. 
 
 
Artists in the exhibition:    
John Aiken, Marlies Appel, Robert Baker, Brian Bourke, Cecily Brennan, Felicity Clear, Michael Coleman, 
Dorothy Cross, William Crozier, Michael Cullen, Jill Dennis, Mickey Donnelly, Jack Donovan, Felim Egan, 
Brendan Earley, Chung Eun-Mo, Brian Fay, Tom Fitzgerald, Mary Fitzgerald, Marie Foley, Yuri Galperin, 
David Godbold, Richard Gorman, Helena Gorey, Anita Groener, Patrick Hall, Charles Harper, William 
Harrington, Colin Harrison, Seamus Heaney, Sean Hillen, Gavin Hogg, Tjibbe Hooghemstra, Ronnie 
Hughes, Robert Janz, Roy Johnson, Arno Kramer, Ciaran Lennon, Don MacGhabhann, Anne Madden, 
Elizabeth Magill, Brian Maguire, Sean McSweeney, Julie Merriman, Nick Miller, Paul Mosse, Michael 
Mulcahy, Janet Mullarney, Mariel Neudecker, Tom O’Brien, Maureen O’Connor, Michael O’Dea, Augustine 
O’Donoghue, Niamh O’Malley, Gareth Phelan, Siobhan Piercy, Kathy Prendergast, Nigel Rolfe, Robert 
Ryan, Sean Shanahan, John Shinnors, Stephen Snoddy, Donald Teskey, Sue Townsin, Charles Tyrell, Walter 
Verling, Michael Warren, Joe Wilson.  
 
LCGA continues to add new artworks to the NCCD through acquisitions and donations from artists and individuals.  
 
 
LCGA produced a publication National Collection of Contemporary Drawing, NCCD Volume I in 1996, which is 
available to purchase at the gallery.   
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